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Autopsy shows bear kille
woman who fed animals

_ STAFFREPORT

OURAY N Apreliminar y autopsy con -
ducted b y the Our ay County cor oner
found tha tabear caused the dea th of 74-
year-old Donna Munson F rida yin
Our ay, accor ding to spok esman Tyler
Baskfield of the Color ado Di vision of
Wildlif e.

Our ay County Sherif f Dominic Ma t-
ti vi said Monda y that an autopsy sho wed
Munson had scr atches and maul mar ks
consistent with beinga  ttac ked by a bear.
She had no signs of hear t dama ge, ruling

out the possibility tha  tshe died of a
hear t attack bef ore being a ttac ked.

The results of anecr opsy done on the
394-pound male bear wildlif e officer s
killed a tthe home Sa turday mor ning ,
Aug. 8,found tha titw as highl y lik ely it
had been f eeding on the bod y Mattivi
said tha t he@ asked officials a tthe Uni -
versity of Wyoming to confir m that. tGs
notkno wnif thatOsthe bear tha t killed
Munson.

A visitor f ound Munson &body F rida y.
The Color ado Division of Wildlif ehad

Smoke from
Durango fires

blankets

Montrose

BY KATI OOHARE
DALY PRESS WRITER

MONTR OSE KN Fir es around
Durango billo  wed smok e into the
valley and even the str eets of
Montr ose over the w eekend.
Though smok e may return, the
fir es are not e xpected to g row
much lar ger, accor ding to the Du -
rango Inter agency Fir e Dispatch.

The heavy smok ethatblank et-
ed most of Souther n Color ado
was from the Nar raguinne p Fir e,
12 miles southeast of Dove
Creek, along with se veral other s.

OWe(e got it 25 per cent con -
tained and | think (tha  tnumber)
will g o up significantl y today,O
said fir einf orma tion of ficer P am
Wilson on Monda y.

The fir e was disco vered Frida y
after noon about 1:30 p.m. and a
type-thr ee team, a small local
team, was setto mana geit. Sat-
urday mor ningithadr eached
286 acres. Howev er, ar ound noon
Saturda y, it hea ted up as it star t-
ed to burn pinions and juniper s
on the hillside .Asof Sunday
night, ithad b ur ned mor e than
4,000 acres.

OThat is w hen the w hole thing
went up ,O Wison said. The fir e
tr aveled about six miles to the
nor theast right up near Nar -
raguinne p Canyon. Winds w ere
tr aveling a t an e xcess of 20 miles
per hour and the stee p canyon
walls made fighting the fir emor e
difficult.

Wilson said primar y contain -
ment is along the fir  eOs southem
end. Howev er, she said the y
would lik e the fir eto tr avel nor th
some to allo w for easier access .

Ther e are no r esidences in the
area, butthr ee structures , which
inc lude a hunting ca binandtw o
cow camps with ca bins, could be
in har msw ay.

OWe€e keeping an e ye on them,
butthisis apr ettyisola ted and
remote ar ea with alot of steep
canyons tha t mak es fighting dif -
ficult, O Wison said.

BYKATI OOHARE
DAILY PRESS WRITER

MONTR OSE N Moti vator and author
Shawn Ander son, 45, cycled thr ough
Montr ose Monday, dri ven by the desir e
toinspir e other sto Og the extra mileO
in their comm unitiesand li ves.

Ander sonOs solo ride from San Fran-
cisco to Boston star ted a 21-city jour ney
and OExtr aMile America Tour.O

OThe tour is justa meta phor f or a guy
going the e xtra mile to encour age the ex-
tramile ,OAnder son said. Ander sonisn Ot
reallyac yclistN a tleasthe w asn®be-
fore thistrip .

Ander son@mission is to sho w people
thateven though the y may be experienc -
ing bad things inlif e,itisintheirpo wer
to Ocreate a better da yO

Olf youwant v alue, you have got to
give value ,Ohe said.

A Web site has been esta blished,
fwww .extr amileamerica.com, |where peo -
ple can submit Oe xtr a mile stories .OAn -
dersonwillr eview these stories afterar -
ri ving in Boston on No v 1, submitting
many into an inspir ational book tha t
featur es stories fr om extramile Ameri -
cans.

Not onl y has he seen amazing coun -
tr yside since he dipped his bik e in the
Pacific Ocean on J uly 21, Ander son has
met Oextraordinar y people doing amaz -
ing things .OHe@® also secur ed OExtra
Mile Da yOon Nov. 1, his ar ri val date in
Boston, in several dif ferent cities , in -
cluding Den ver, along with the sta  te of

been in vestig ating the homeOs residents
for mor e than 10 y ears on suspicion the y
were intentionall yfeeding bear s.

State wildlif e officers had r eceived
Onumer ousOcomplaints during the past
decade thatMunsonw as feeding bear s.
But she ne ver was tic keted, partly be -
cause wooded hills ar ound her pr operty
made it har dto gather e vidence to pr ove
it, Baskfield said.

OltOs awell-kno wn f act tha t people
were feeding (bear s) atthisr esidence,O
he said.

quqii.
OltOsll been cr eated

EXTRA MILE

Aletter fr om the Di vision of Wildlif e
to Munson da ted April 7, 2008,said of fi -
cerstalk edwith hera tleastthr eetimes
betw een July 22, 2004 and Sept. 13, 2007,
about Color ado laws tha t prohibit plac -
ing f eed out for bear s.

Baskfield said Munson star  ted ignor -
ing wildlif e officer s(alls and stopped
letting them on her pr  operty, and vie ws
fr om neighbor sChomes w ere obscur ed
by the folia ge.

SEAUTOSPAEAB

AMERICA

outof possibility , whic h
has cr eated oppor tuni -
tyOhe said.

Ten of the inspir a-
tional people Sha wn
meets along the w ay will
receive the OExtr a Mile
America Aw ard, O whic h
pr ovides $1,000 to them
for theirg ood work.
Non-pr ofits , comm unity
and civicgroupsare
nomina ting local her oes
and groups, but people
can also be submitted
for the award online .

OThe OExta Mile
America TourO being
carried outb y Shawn
Ander son is another
wonderful e xample of
the human spiritcar  ry-
ing the messa gethatwe
are allinthisto gether
while shining lightonlo -
cal her oes and or ganiza -
tions doing the g ood
works ,OColor ado State
Rep. John K efalas, D-Larimer , said.

Thetouris par t of Ander son@ lif e-
time mission of empowering 1 million
people to lead a mor e positi veand pur -
poseful e xistence . The trip is self-fund -
ed, as is the $10K he(l be awarding ,
though he has some par tner s, whic h

woa Co
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(ABOVE) An image captured from  Shawn A ndersonOs
Web site. (T OP) Anderson, 4 6, said he is hoping that

his extra-mile cross country effort can spark an extra-

mile trend for others in their mid and older years to ex -
ercise. He was in Montrose Monday as part of his ride
across the country (Staff Photo).

suppor t the tourin otherw  ays. HeOs the
author of OSOUR to the TopOand GAmi -
cus 101: A stor y about the pur suit of
pur pose and overcoming lif eOs chao)
NNN
ocomment on this\siroweti/gite at
WWW.MONtrosepress.com.
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CREATIVE cuising & CATERIMG

Try our new salad that
customers are raving about

wp Ahi Tuna Steak Salad
J/ Peach Margarita Dressing - YUM!
Live Music every Wed. & Sat. on the patio, 6-8pm

with

BEST:

Sunday August 16th

Begin Voting

8th Annual People’s Choice 2009

VALLEY

Daily Press Ballot (in SundayOs Daily Preg
& online atmontrosepress.com
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